Water Wusuli Lyrics Breakdown Sheet

Wusuli Boat Song English lyrics of Water

is Wide
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(English Tl:kanslatlon) give me a boat that can
Wusuli wula carry two

Flowing on my land* and we shall row my child
Vast mountains, blue water and I

Fish jump, waves lapping,
Mama cradles baby on the
bow of the boat, rocking,
rocking

Notes from Wu Fei:

“Wula” means river in Manchu language, which is critically endangered Tungusic language spoken in
Manchuria (northeast China). Hezhe language uses a lot of words from Manchu, and it does not have a written
form.

The first two lines in the first verse come from the language of the Hezhe ethnic minority. The Hezhe lyrics are
phonetically translated to Chinese characters, and roughly mean “the native,” or “the locals”.
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