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What is this 
an image of?
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KWL Chart

K- What I already know about 

Hawaiian history

W- What I want to know about 

Hawaiian history

L-What I have learned about 

Hawaiian history
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Word Definition

archipelago n. small group of islands

dynasty
n. a powerful group or family that maintains its position for a considerable 

time

colonization
n. Subjugation of a people or area especially as an extension of  state 

power

indigenous
adj. of or relating to the earliest known inhabitants of a place and 

especially of a place that was colonized by a now-dominant group

missionaries n. a person undertaking a mission and especially a religious mission

monarchy n. undivided rule or absolute sovereignty by a single person

provisional
adj. serving for the time being

territory
n. a geographic area belonging to or under the jurisdiction of a 

governmental authority
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Hawaii History:Timeline-Animation Video

Tap on the video link above to help you fill in the timeline
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Word Definition

culture
n. the customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, 

religious, or social group

tradition
n. the handing down of information, beliefs, and customs by word of 

mouth or by example from one generation to another without written 
instruction
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Culture vs. Tradition

Culture Tradition

• Culture is the collective term to identify the 
ideas, customs, and social behavior of 
particular people or society. 

• Culture is a vast area.

• A particular culture can be observed among a 
particular group of people.

• Culture is created by a group of people, over a 
long period of time.

• Traditions are the ideas and beliefs that are 
passed down from one generation to another 
generation. 

• Traditions are part  of the culture.

• Some cultures are unique to some families.

• Traditions can be created by individuals.
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Write Down What You Notice
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Image Source: Aloha Sand Hawaii - Free photo on Pixabay - 
PixabayThis image is listed as CCO Public Domain and is free for 
commercial use. Terms: https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#usag

Image Source: Canoe Hawaii Sea - Free photo on Pixabay - Pixabay This 

image is listed as CCO Public Domain and is free for commercial use. 
Terms: https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#usag

Image Source: Kaau Crater Hike Hiking - Free photo on Pixabay - 

PixabayThis image is listed as CCO Public Domain and is free for 
commercial use. Terms: https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#usag

Image Source: Surf Outdoor Sports Surfer - Free photo on Pixabay - 

Pixabayimage is listed as CCO Public Domain and is free for commercial 
use. Terms: https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#usag

(1923) Pretty hula dancing girls with wreaths of flowers, Honolulu, 

Hawaii. Hawaii Honolulu, 1923. [Photograph] Retrieved from the 
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2018647440/.

Image Source: https://free-images.com/display/lightplate.htmlThis image 

is listed as CCO Public Domain and is free for commercial use. Terms: 
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Canoeing Hula Language

Land Surfing Food
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How are these traditions important to Hawaiian 
Culture?

• Hawaiian language is important to Hawaiians because…

• Native Hawaiian food is important to Hawaiians because…

• Hula is an important Hawaiian tradition because…

• Canoeing, surfing, and voyaging are important to Hawaiian culture 
because…

• The land and islands of Hawai’i are important to native peoples 
because…
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Conduct your research using these key words, or  combination of 
these key words:

Canoeing: What was canoeing like in Hawai’i prior to European settlement?

Food: What was Native Hawaiian food like pre-European influence?

Land: How did Hawaiians view land before European settlement?

Hula: How was the tradition of hula celebrated in Hawai’i prior to colonization?

Language: What was the primary way of communication in Hawai’i before the arrival of 
settlers?

Surfing: How was the tradition of surfing practiced in Hawai’i before European contact?
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Word Definition

sovereignty
n. (1) supreme power especially over body politic

(2) freedom from external control
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Research how Hawaiians are preserving their culture. 
Below are some possible resources:

Tradition Resource

• Canoeing

• Language

• Hula

• Food

• Land/Agriculture

• Surfing

• The Hokulea-Polynesian Voyaging

• HAWAIIAN: The Endangered Language of Hawai’I

• Hula: Preserving Native Hawaiian Language and Culture

• The Hawaiian Diet: Traditional Native Vs. "Local" Food – Delishably

• How Native Hawaiians Have Been Pushed Out of Hawai'i

• TED-Ed History of Surfing
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Research Questions to Consider:

• How was the cultural practice affected by European influence?
• Are there any misconceptions that Europeans many have had about 

this tradition?
• Are there any people in particular who fought to keep this tradition 

alive?
• Are there any differences with how the tradition is practiced (past vs. 

present)?
• If there are differences, are they good or bad? Why?
• Has there been an increase in the tradition’s popularity? Is this good or 

bad?
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Exit Ticket
Write a thoughtful response to ONE of the questions 
below, use examples from this lesson to justify your 

response.

A. How do traditions change?

B. Why do traditions change?

C. Who or what keeps traditions going? 

D. How does changing traditions affect people’s culture? 
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